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Heb. 11. ver. 6. F 


But without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him; for he 
that cometh to God, muſt believe that he is, and 
that he is a Rewarder of them that diligeatly ſeeł 


him, 


HE whole Diſcourſe of the Apoſtle concerning the Faith 

of theſe Worthies mentioned throughout this Chapter; is 

built upon a Text quoted by him out of Habakuck, 2. 4. 

in Chapter 10. 38. of this Epiſtle; Now the juſt ſhall live by Faith: 

The which Text is allo quoted by him in two other Epiſtles, 

__ 1. 17, and Gal. 3.11. in all which places he. brings the {aid 

ext, Hab. 2. 4. to prove the neceſſity of Faith, in order to ſut- 

rification and Eternal Salvation. And that this Faith hath for :ts 

Foundation, the revealed Word of God, by ſpecial Revelation: 

His deſign being to ſheww, that the Doctrine delivered by him, and 

the other Apoltles was not any vew Doctrine delivered to Men, 

but the ſame in ſubſtance, that was taught to God's People by his 
Holy Prephets, from the beginning of the World. 

For Proof of which, he brings for Example thoſe that were moſt 
of Note in the Firſt Ages of the World, who pleaſed God and 
were in his Favourz and had lignal Teſtimories given them 0: 
God, that they were Righteous Men, ſuch as Abel, Enoch, Noa, 
After them he brings for Example, Abraham, Sarah, Iſaac, Fabel,, 
Foſeph; all which lived betore the Law. And after chem he brings 
Moſes, by whom God gave the written Law, and many others in 
the time of the Law and the Prophets, downward to the very tune 
of the Maccabees ; and the great Perſecutions and Mat) rdoms, 
under ſome of the Greek Kings. | 

And though the Faith, neither of Abel, nor of Enoch, nor yet 
of divers others, particularly mentioned by the Apoile in chi- 
Chapter, Heb. 11. Is expre'sly men:ioned in the Old i'cilament ; 
vet he infers it from this, that ſeeing they pleated God they had 
Faith, as well as theſe others whoſe Faith is mentioned; for with: 
out Faith faith he) it is impoſſible to pleaſe Cod; ind this he proves 
from the following Words of the Text: For he that cometh to God, 
muſt believe that he is, and that be is a Rewarded of them that deli eut- 
ly ſeel him. 
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That Abel pleaſed God, and conſequently had Faith, he proves 
by God's accepting his Sacrifice, by which he obtained Witneſ; that 
he was Righteous, God Teſtifying of bis Gifts, Gen, 4,4. And that 
Enoch pleaſed God, he proves from Gen. 5, Of whom it is writ- 
ten, that he Walked with God and was Tranſlated, that be ſhould not 


fee Death; and was not found becauſe God had Tranſlated him; for 


before bis Tranſlation he had this Teſtimony, that be pleaſed God, and 
his Tranſlation was a fignal inſtance to Mankind, of future Re- 
wards in the World to come, being given in ſo early time of the 
Worlds Age. He being the Seventh from Adam, as St. Jude taketh 
notice, and that he Propheſied of the Lord's coming, and of the Day 
of Fudgment, Fude 14, 15. Adam being alive at his Tranſlation, 
as is evident from the Scripture Chronology Gen. 5. All the 
Days ot Enoch before his Tranſlation, being Three Hundred and 
Sixty Five Nears; juſt ſo many Years, as there are Days in one 
Year, And the like inſtance God was pleaſed to give in the Tranſ- 
lation of Elyjab, about the middle Age of the World, 2 Kings 
2. 10, 11, 12, Which evidently confutes that groſs Notjon of ſome, 
who ſay theſe Holy Ancients had not further proſpect, but a Tem- 
poral and Earthly Reward. | 

And that the Faith of all thoſe Holy Ancients, both before the 
Law, and after the Law was given, had the revealed Word of 
God by ſpecial Revelation for its Foundation, is evident from all 
thoſe Places in the Old Teſtament or in the New, which give 
an account of them, and of their manner of Living. 

The Faith of them all was Founded upon God's revealed Word 
wiz. What he ſpoke to ſome of them immediately, ſuch as were 
Prophets; and what he ſpoke to others by the Prophets, accord- 
ing to Heb. I. f, 2. God, who at ſundry times and in divers man- 
ners, ſpake in time paſt unto the Fathers by the Prophets, bath in theſe 
laſt Days ſpoke unto us by bis Son. — SL 
The different manner of God's revealing his Word to ſome, viz. 
To the Prophets immediately, and to others by the Prophets, 
makes no difference in ſubſtance, for it was, and is the ſame reveal- 
ed Word and Will of God; what he ſpoke to the Prophets, and 
what he ſpoke to the Fathers by the Prophets, as it is the ſame 
Word of God, that God ſpoke to Chriſt and to his Holy Apoſt- 
les and Evangeliſts; and what he ſpeaks to us by them, Faithfully 
delivered to us in the New Teſtament, Fobn 17. 8. For I have 
given unto them, the Wards which thou gaveſt me, and they bade re. 
ceived them; and have known ſurely that I came out from thee, and 
they have believed that thou didſt ſend me; and v. 20. Neither Pray I 
for theſe alone; but for them alſo which ſoall believe on me through 
their Ward 3 which Texts evidently ſhew that the revealed Word 
of God, Was the Foundation cf Faith, as well tu chem ar Fas 1 
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delivered to them by the Propbets and Apoſtles, and their: Suc- 


ceſſors, as to the ay gy and Apoſtles themſelves,» Now that the 


Faith of all choſe Holy Ancients recorded in this Chapter; Heb. 


11. And of all others, any where recorded in the Holy Scriptures + 


both of the Old and New Teſtament, was Founded upon the Ke- 
vealed Mord of God, and what is contained therein, is what I am a- 
bout yet further to prove in this Diſcourſe. 99 
All Divine Faith, viz, What the Scripture calleth Faith, and 
is Faith, according to the Import and Etymologie, of the Word 
(Ifay) is built and Founded on che. Foundation of God's Revealed 
Mord and Will. And what is contained therein, as whatever can 


be proved by true and juſt Conſequence from it, hath the ſame 


Foundation, For the better undexitavding, of which, before I pro- 
ceed more fully and more particularly to my Proofs; it ought to 
be conſidered, that though all true Faith is a Perſwaſion and Aſs 
ſent to ſome Truth, yet all Perſwafion and Aſſent to Truth, is 
not Faith, viz. Strictly and properly underſtood, and in Scripture 
Senſe and Acceptation: What our Reaſon dictates to us only as 
Reaſon to be true, however {o much aſſiſted by common Illumi- 
nation, common to all Mankind, to Heathens, as well as to Chrif- 
tians, is not Faith properly and in Scripture Stile and Senſe, but 
Conviction and Perſwanon. | 
That is only Faith both in Scripture Stile and property of Speech 
what we believe and Aſſent unto upon the Report of him, or 
them, who are credible and worthy of Credit; and hence it is 
that Faith is either Human, or Divine; Human Faith is what we 
believe to be true, upon the Report or Word of him or them, 
who are Credible Men, and worchy of Credit. Divine Faith 3s 
what we believe to be true, upon the Authority and Credit of 
God's Revealed Word, conveyed and delivered to us by his Holy 
Prophets, under the Old Teſtament, aud by Chriit and his Holy 
Apoſtles and Evangeliſts in the New Teltament. And it is as real- 
ly aud effetually the Word of God, when conveyed to us by the 
Miniſtry of Men, as it was to them, who had it immed;ately from 
God himſelf; intomuch that St. Paul Commended the Believing 
Theſalonians, 1 Thefl. 2. 13. Thus, when (laid he) ye Received the 
Nord of God whaci) ye bzard of us, ye received it not as the Word of 
Men; but as ut is indeed the Word of God, which n alſo works 
eth in you that believe. Ard it d.d thus effetually Work in them 
that did believe by the Spirit of God; that did accompany it 
both to Seal tothe Truth of it, and give them the Spiritual An- 
derſtanding ot it; and did Couyperare with it, to make it eflectual 
to produce in them, the Fruits of good Works, of Piety and Cha- 
rity. And the like E'i.cacy it hach in all that fincerely believe ic 
19 all Ages, by the Operation of che lame Spirit of God, called 
by St. Paul che Spirit of Faith, 2 Cer. 4 13. 5 
A 3 Hence 


to all Mankind. 


3 
Hence again it evident!y followeth, that all true Religion, in- 
tireh and compleatly conſidered, that ever God appointed unto Men, 
and all Religious Works reſpe&ing Mens Duty, both to God, and 


to themſelyes, which God hath promiſed to Reward with Eternal 


Lite, and which are well-pleaſing unto him, are grounded upon 
the Foundation of God's Word, to wit, his Revealed Word by ſpeci- 
al Reyelation, originally given by him to his Holy Prophets, and 
to Chriſt, and to his Holy Apoſtles z and by them conveyed- to 
us; and not upon the meer Dictates of the moſt refined Reaſon of 
Man, or Men; nor upon the · Dictates of the Light within, com- 
mon to all Mankind: A Term which may be well enough allows 
ed if rightly underſtood, according to Prov. 20. 27. And divers 


other Texts of Scripture z but is molt Erroneouſly and Miſchievouſ- 


* viz. Quakers, ly underſtood, and miſapplyed by ſome Erroneous* Per- 

ſons, who make the common Illumination, or Law apd 
Lighe within all Men, even in Heathens, the Foundation, even the 
only Foundation of all Faith and Religion ; and thereby as to themſelves 
deſtroy all Revealed Religion: Allowing no difference in kind, be- 
twixt the common Illumination given to all Mankind, and the 
ſpecial, given in, and by, and with the Revealed Word of God, 
given by-ſpecial Revelation, to God's Holy Prophets and Apoſtles, 
and by them conveyed to us, together with the inward ſpecial Q- 
perations of the Holy Spirit. 

But it is not every Revelation of God's Word, that is the Foun- 
dation of juſtifying and ſaving Faith; but ſuch a Revelation of 
God's Word, as ſets forth to us the Mercy and Grace of God, in 
aud through Jeſus Chriſt, both God and Man, in the Covenant of 
Grace, the ſame in ſubſtance that was confirmed in Chriſt to Abra- 
ham, and to all the Faithful, as well before Abrabam, as ſince even 
to the Faithful in all Ages, from the beginning of the World to 
the end of it, Gal. 3: 17. | 

The revealed Word of God therefore that is the Foundation of 
Juſiifying and ſaving Faith, is that called in Scripture the Word of 
Faith, Rom. 10. 8. the Word of Salvation, Acts 12. 26. The Word 
of Reconciliation, 2 Cor. 5,19. And the Mord of bis Grace, Acts 14. 
3+ Acts 20.32» To wit, ſuch a Revealed Word of God that teach- 
eth us the way and manner of our Reconciliation with God by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and by Faith in him. | 

The Revelation of this Word depending wholly on the free De- 
termination of God's Will, deliyered by him to his Holy Prophets 
and Apoſtles, and by them to us, never was, nor is, nor can be, the 
Dictate of Man's meer Realon, nor of any Light in Men, common 

The greateſt uſe of the common Illumination, or Light within, 


£ommon to all Mankind, both Heathen and Chriſtians, was and 
| a is 
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is, but to be Subſervient to revealed Religion, as the Hahdmaid to 


in- the Miſtreſs; and 0 ſerve by way of Introduction, and Predil. 
en, poſition in ſome ſort, to prediſpoſe Men (who have by ſome good Cul. 
and tivation improved it, or may improve it) for revealed Religion, 
nal when it is, or ſhall be propoſed to them, and eſpecially to convince 
pon them, and make them in ſome ſort ſenſible, in ſome good degree ot 
eei- their Weakneſs, and of the great W of their beſt and 
and moſt ſeemingly Splendid Virtues; as the like Service, had the Law 
to of Moſes, ſo far as it was a Covenant of Works, to the more 
n of ſenſible among the Fews, according to which, St. Paul 
om- ſaid by the Law is the Knowledge of Sin, and the Law 
ow- wor herb Wrath, Gal. 3. 19. and Rom. 4. 153. And the ſame in ſome 
vers Degree may be ſaid of = Work of the Law, writ in the Hearts of 
ouf- all Men Univerſally, even in the Heathens, Rom. 1. 19, 20, 21. And 
Per- Rom. 2. 15- And whatever true light is in Men, whether com- 
add mon in all Men, or both common and ſpecial, as in all Chriſtians, 
1 the Obedience ought to be given to it, and every true Chriſtian giv- 
elves eth Obedience thereunto: For even the common Light, that is 
be- common both to Chriſtians and Heathens, ſo far as it extends, is of 
the moral Obligation, and is of great uſe and benefit to Chriſtians, 
30d, in ſubordination to the ſpecial Light. of revealed Religion. And 
ſtles, as the Heathens who have not had the Light of revealed Reli- 
1 Q- gion, ſhall be judged by the common Light or Law that is in 
EN them; ſo all Chriſtians fþall be judged both by the Light, that is 
oun- common with chem to the Heathens; and alſo by the [pecial Light 
Pn of of revealed Religion, to wit, the Chriſtian Religion, which con- 
I, in tains all what the Light in Heathens doth dictate and require, 
int of and that more amply and fully. _ 
Abra- But that there never was auy Religion inſtituted of God, intire- 
even ly and compleatly conſidered, but what had the Revealed Word of 
d to God, for the Foundation of it, will yet more evidently appear, 


by Examining what true Religion was ever Practiſed by any part of 
ion of Mankind, and wherewith God was pleaſed, and which had the 


rd of promiſe of Eternal Life; either before the Law, trom Adam to 
Word Moſes, or under the Law and the Prophets, from Moſes unto Chriſt, 
ts I 4+ or under the New Teſtament, from Chriſt to our Time, and fo 
reach- to the End of the World, . 


1\ 4 Jeſus 


' Jeſus To begin at the Chriſtian Religion: The Chriſtian Religion is built 
upon the revealed Word of G04; Preached by the Holy Prophets 
e De- and by Chriſt and his Holy Apoitles and Evangeliſts, and faith- 
ophets fully ſince committed to Writing, which God's Gracious Care and 
x, the | Providence hach preieryed in the Books of the Holy Scriptures 
mmon of the Old and New Teſtament, and will preſerve to the nd of 
Es” „the World, for a Foundation to his Church, and to all true Be- 
vithin, lie vers and Members of ir, according to Ehe. 2 20. Te are buile 
as * u*0n the Foundation of the A peſtles and Prophet. 3146 26 heit Doctrine) 
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Feſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner Stone, and Primary Foun- 
dation, both theirs and ours, The which Chriſtian Religion, when 
the Apoßles Preached it to the ſeveral Nations of the World, a3 
well as to the Jews, they Preached it not only as delivered to them 
by Chrilt, and by the Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, and which 
was confirmed, God bearing them Witneſs, with Signs and Wonders, 
and di vers Miracies, an Gifts af the Holy Ghoſt, according to his 
own Will, Heb, 2.4. But alſo they proved the Truth of their 
Doctrine, from, and by the Scriptures of the Prophets, according to 
the Commandment of the Everlaſting God, made known to all Nations 
for the Obedience of Faith, Rom. 16,26. And ſaid Paul, in his de- 
tence before King Agrippa, Acts 26. 22. Having therefore ob- 
trained help of God, I continue unto this Day IWitneſſmg both to ſmall 
and great, Jying none other things than thoſe which the Pro- 

hets and Moſes did ſay ſhould come, that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, and that 
he ſhould be the firſt that ſhould Riſe from the Dead, and ſhould 
ſhem Light unto the People and the Gentiles. All which were the pure 
dictates of the Light of revealed Religion, and not of the Light 
within, common to all Mankind, which Dictateth or Teacheth no 
ſuch things. And had St. Paul and the other Apoſtles Preached, 
and Witneſſed to no other Light, but what was in all Mankind; and 
no other Principles or Precepts of Religion, - but what the Lighe 
within all theſe Heathens to whom they Preached, did Dictate, 
ic is not likely that the Apoſtles Doctrine would have met with 
jo great oppoſition, from the greateſt for repute in Wiſdom, A- 
mong the Heathen Philoſophers, many of which did both own and 
teach, and direct their Hearers and Followers, to an inward Prin- 
ciphe of Light, which they owned to be Divine, and of God. But 
the Apoſlles Preaching to them Chriſt Crucified, and raiſed again, 
and the Reſurrettion of tbe Dead, The Heathens Light within them, 
Dictating to them nothing of this; they accounted it Fooliſhnels, 
as the ſame was a Stumbling Block unto many of the Fews, though 
teſtityed by the Scriptures of the Prophets, owned by them; the 
Vail being over their Hearts, 1 Cor. 1. 22, 23. Compared with 
Aeg 17 18» 

Next as to the ems Religion and Church, before Chriſt came and 
Suflered Deachz it was Built upon the revealed Word of God, 
Firlt, given to the Holy Prophets, and by them, viz. By Maſes, 
and others delivered to the People. The Fewiſh Religion and 
Church, with reſpect to matters of Faith and Salvation, being 
tor ſuhitance one and the ſame with the Chriſtian z though more 
clearly revealed tv us under the New Teſtament, than to them uns 
der the Law. 

And before the Law, where all we find any Religion appoin- 
ted or approved by God, but what was Founded upon God's re- 
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vealed Word, and the ſame in ſubſtance with the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion, as to matters of Faith and Salvation? 


After Adam's fall, God did not leave him to find out his Religion, 
either by the bare ſearch of his Reaſon, or by the meer DiRates of 


' the Light within Men, cemmon to him and to all Mankind : But by 


expreſs Revelation, gave him the iſe of the Woman's Seed, to be 
the Foundation of his Faith, and of all others that ſhould believe 
in him; which Seed was Chriſt, who was to come in the Fleſh; bat 
ent, and by Death ſhould Deſtroy 
him, who had the power of Deatb, that is, the Devil: And we 
the Sacrifice of himſelf, by his Death was to reconcile unto God, 
all ſuch of Mankind, who ſhould belieye in him; whoſe ſuffering 
Death, was implied by his baving bis Heel bruiſed by the Serpent. 
And of this Sacrifice of Chriſt, all the Sacrifices for Sin, as well be- 
fore the Law, as under the Law, were Symbol ard Types to 
repreſent Chriſt, that great and only . v4 Sacrifice for Remiſſiun 
of Sin, to the Faith of all the Faithful; and to keep them in Re- 
membrance of him who was to come, both God and Man, that 
Lamb of God that ſhould take away the Sins of the World. And what 
Religion Adam had taught him betore the Fall, was by ſpecial Re- 
velation; for no Light but that of ſpecial Revelation could teach 
him, That God Almighty who Created him, did forbid him upon 
pain of Death, to Eat of the Tree of Knowledge, of Good and Evil. 
It is therefore an unwarrantable, and very hurtful Opinion, 
maintained by fome, That Men before the giving of the Law, had 
no other Guide to direct them { ſume few particulars excepted ) 
bur the principles and precepts of what they call natural ͤReligion, 
without all ſpecial Revelation. And that by the Conduct and di- 
rection of that only, called by them the Light of natural Religion, 
they could, and did pleaſe God; Were jultified and had che hope 
of Eternal Lite, given them only by the Light of what they call 
natural Religion: And that thus far, the Heathens Creed reached, 
as ſome term it; than which nothing can be more contradictory, 
both to the Words of the Text, and to the tenure of the whole Scrip- 
ture: For as is above proved, all Faith in God has for its Foun- 
dation the revealed Word of God, and as the Apatile deſcribes it 


in the beginning of this Chapter; it 15 the ſubſtavice 97 ground of % 


things hoped for, and the Evidence of things not ſcen: Ard what are 
theſe things hoped'for, but Eternal Like and Salvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt, held forth in the Primitive promiſe of the Wamans Seed that 
contains init the ſubſtance of all ha great and precious Promiſes 


both in the Old and New Teſtament ; reipecting cipeciallx the 

future Reward of Glory, in the World and Liie to come, to be, 

obtained by Feſus Chrift, and Faith in hin ? 

W hat Senſe or perſivaton of God, the Tieachens ether in gene- 
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| 1 ral, or any of the beſt of them in particular had, without the re- 
15 vealed Word of God, was not Faith, either in Seripture-Senſe and Jef 
tile; er in property of ſpeech : Conviftion it may be called, bus | 
not Frith: Becatiſe not grounded on God's revealed Word; and al- 
1 ſo becauſe what notion they had of God's exiſtince, and Being 
ö Was ſo mingled with'moſt Grofs and Idolatrous notions of the Plu- 
rality, of Gods whom they Worſhipped, much more than che 
true God, That notion they had of him, neither can, nor 
ought to be called Faith; far leſs ſuch a Faith as the Text menti- I Chi 
ons, and is ſo much commended throughout this Chapter, Heb. 11. hav 
And as defective and imperfect, as their notion of God's Being, Of 0 
and Exiſtence was; even ſo their notion of future Rewards, was 17. 
as defeive and imperfect; and was at beſt but Opinion and Cen- £9" 
jefture, not Faith, having no Divine Revelation to Ground ic Joh 
upon; and even the Doctrine of the Immortality of the Souls of 1 
Men, after all their Reafoying for it, they did ſpeak and write, but of 1 
doubtfully about it; and rather wiſhed it were true, than that they mut 
did firmly and ſolidly believe it; and their notion of future Re- er 
wards, the beſt they had, was, that after Death the Gods whom 
they Worſhipped, and Sacrificed unto here upon Earth, would re- bels 
ceive them to live with them after Death; and theſe Gods whom No 
they Worſhipped and Sacrificed unto, were Devils by St. Pauls IA 
Verdict. es 
How abſurd x notion is it therefore, that ſome hold, that the Tru 
Faith mentioned in the Text, Heb. 11. 6. Is the Heathens Creed, ſuck 
to wit, of the better ſort of them; and if the beſt of them had Ia 
ſuch a Faith or Creed, as is deſcribed in the Text, how is it that Goc 
the Apoſtle in this great Liſt of Worthies, mentions none of them? din 
tor it evideutly appears from his Epiſtles, that he was not unac. F. 7 
quainted with the beſt of their Writings and Principles; and 
what tlie miſerable Eſtate of them generally was, yea, and even of ot 
all of them, he tells us in his Epiſtle to the Romans,Chap. 1. 2, 3. and by 
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Eph. 2. 12. 1 Theſſ. 2. 9. And he concludes, all under Sin, and ſo = 
under Wrath, boch 72ws and Gentiles, who have not Faith in Jeſus 4 


Chrilt, Rom. 3. 9. 19. 23, 24, 25+ 
Bur that all true Religion and Faith, whereby God eyer was, or 
is well pleaſed, hath had for its Foundation, not only the reveal. 


f 
„ 
| 
; ed Word of God, but ſuch as in ſome Degree, either Explicitiy Pq 
f or Imp/icitly reſpects Feſus Chriſt, the Au thor and Objett of all. aving Ch 
| Fn:th, together with God, will yet further appear from two parti- 4 . 
N culars contained in the Text. 2 
i Firſt, he that comes to God ( ſaith the Text) muſt believe ehat | ©* R 
\ Gid is. Now as there is no coming to Cod without Faith, wiz. 2 
In a Filial way, as the Children of God, by Grace and Adoption, So | *©* 


{| as tocall God Abba, i. e. Father ; ſo that Faith malt be a Faith in 8 
ſeſu; 


2 — — — 
1 ht. 
—— — — 
— — — 


— 
— 


I 1 


he re. 
ſe and 
, bus 
nd al- 
Ber 

> Phe 
n the 
nor 
nenti- 
5. 11. 
Being, 
Was 
Cen- 
und it 
ils of 
e, bur 
t they 
e Re- 
whom 
11d re- 
whom 
Paul's 


at the 
Creed, 
m had 
t that 
hem? 
unac- 

and 
ven of 
3. and 
and ſo 
Jeſus 


vas, or 
eveal. 
plicitly 
ſaving 
parti- 


ve that 


— 


| [9] Ws is 
jeſus Chriſt, though not ſo clearly revealed in. the foregoing Ages 
of the World, as fince.. Feſus. Chriſt Incarnate, or who was to be 
Incarnate, was in all Ages the Foundation of the Church, toge- 
ther with the Doctrine, Which the Holy Prophets and Apoſtles 
taught concerning him, J/aah 28. 16. Luke 24. 27, 44+ ART 0. 43. 
1 Pet. 2. 6. k 
That the Saints acceſs or coming to God is by the Faith of 
Chriſt, is xpreſly affirmed by St. Paul, Epheſ. 3. 12. In whom we 
have Boldneſs and Acceſs, with confidence, by the Faith of him, vit. 
Of Feſus Chriſt, as in the 11. v. And by the Words of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour himſelf; no Man cometh to the Father: but by me, and that 
coming by Feſus Chriſt to the Father, 1s by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Joh. 14. 6. and Fob. 6. 35. 


The ſecond thing in the Text, that proveth that it is the Light 


of revealed Religion; to wit, God's revealed Word that can and 
muſt guide Men to come unto God in a Filial way, to ſerve and 


worſhip him, in order to attain the promiſed Inheritance of God's 


Children, Is, that the Text ſaith, He that comes unto God, myſt 
believe that he is a Rewarder of all them, that Diligently ſeek him. 
Now what can truly and rightly teach chis, but the Light of re- 
vealed Religion? What taught all thole Worthies, recorded in 


the great Liſt of all Believers here mentioned, Heb. 11. This 4 


Truth, viz. That God would Reward them with HRrernal Life, 


ein 
ſuch as Diligently ſeek him ? Surely not the Principles of the woll 


exalted Reaſon, or common Illumination taught them this, but 
God's Promiſes made known to them by ſpecial Revelation, accor- 
ding to 1 Cor. 2. 9, 10. 1 John 2. 25. Heb. 11.13, 39+ 


Jeſus Chriſt together with the Doctrine of Salvation by him, has been 
in all Ages revealed more or leſs in the Church, and ſufficiently, 


not only unto all, who remained in the Church: but to chem alſo whe 


by the Miniſtry of the Church, might have had the Benefit and 
Bleſſing of it conveyed to them. For God {et up his Church in 
Adam's Family; whereof all Mankind were ſo mans parts, aud 


wherein the Light ol that Revelation, concerning Salvation by 

eſus Chriſt did thine, and which not only all 'within the Chureb 

ad, but which all without the Church, might have had by the Nui 
try of the Church; had they not Diſperſed themſelyes with their 
Poſterity into remote Countries and Places, far diſtant from the 
Church, or had they become Members of the Church, betore 
their Diſperſion, they might have remained Members ſtill, and car. 
ried their Holy Faith and Religion with them, how tar ſocver dil- 
perſed, and fo might have conveyed the Light and Doctrine of re- 


vealed Religion to their Poſterity ; even to all Parts of Mankind, 


even in the remoteſt Parts of the Habitable Earth. | 
Such of Adam's Pollerity, who lo!t the Light of revealed Religi» 
on 


— — — —[— u 


—— OY —— — ——— ů ̃ ͤ——Ak—ä 


© 
— — 
— * th. 

* ” 


r 
— 


— * 


a - — — — 


— — 


[ 10 ] 

on ( by departing from the Church) both to themſelves, and to 
their Poſterityz the cauſe of this loſs was wholly from themſelyes 
and not from God. God did not depart from them, but they de- 
parted from God ; as it is ſaid, Gen.4. 16. Cain went our from the 
Preſence of the Lord, i.e. of bis 7 by Grace in his Church and 
ſo did many others, (after his Example) of the Poſterities of Noab, 
of Sem, and of Abrahamzas Tſhmael's and Eſau's Poſterities,did ſo almoſt 
altogether, Thus God having laid down ſuch a plain and fair Me- 
thod, whereby all Mankind might have enjoy'd the Light of re- 
vealed Religion, concerning Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, If the 
greateſt part of Mankind, negle& God's eſtabliſhed Method, he 
is not bound to work new Miracles time after time, To ſec. that 
Light before them, by new Extraordinary Ways and Methods, 
when they have time after time, and one Age after another, yea, 
divers Ages one after another, turned their Backs to the Light 
they had the Offer of, and ſhut their Eyes againſt it, and quite 
depart from the Places and Perſons, where, and by whom it is of- 
tered unto them, and where it ſhines unto them, and that is, where 
his Church was, or is ſeated ; which hath always been, is, and al- 
ways Will be in the World, And however ſhe may be Obſcured 
or has been Obſcured, yet ſo much of ſaving Truth doch always 
remain in her, and with her, as may ſuffice to the Salyation of all 
who give not up themſelves to wilful Blindneſs by excluding them- 
ſelves, and their Poſterity from her, 

As for that called Natural Religion, ſo much talked of and Ap- 
plauded by ſome, as Practiſed by ſome Heathens.; In the beſt of 
the Heathens, what they call the Principles of Natural Religion, 
that is, ſome Principles and Precepts of Morality taught by them,) 
were ſo greatly adulterated and mixed with ſome very great Im- 
moralities, both Profeſſed and Practiſed by them, that it deſerves 
not the Name of true Religion. Even Socrates and Plato, and Py- 
thagoras, and Ariſtotle, who are reputed the beſt, and wiſeſt of 
them, both taught and practiſed Kdolatry ; that is, the Worthipping 
and Sacriticing, to thoſe they reckoned Inferior Deities; the which 


the Scripture calleth Devils, to whom they Sacrificed. And Idola- 


try is one of the Sins which the Scripture ſaith, Excludes from the 
. dom of God, if not Repented of, 1 Cor. 6. 9. And we hear 
RB re of rheic Repentance for their Idolatry before they Died, 
— mo f their Faith, either in Jeſus Chrift, or in God, And this 
enan on the beſt of them had no true intire Syſtem of the Princi- 
Ea Precepts of what ſome call Natural Religion; becauſe of 
Ie mt Adulteration, and mixture of great Immoralites, both in 
de gro e and Practice mingled with it. As for the ſipream Deity, 
— — they generally owned him, and that there was one only 
though Being; yet ſcarce any gave him any peculiar Worthip or 
fupream : and generally they thought not Pra; ers or at 6 3 
onge 
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longed to him, becauſe they thought ho did take no manber of 
Cogniſance of humane Aflairs and Actions, whether good or e- 


vil z But left all that to Inferior Deities, Thus Plutarch expreſly, 


reputed one of the Wiſeſt of them in his tima and more than mas 
ny or moſt that were'in time before him. And alſo 

in that ſame place he Argues againſt God, [ 5. e. the hen 92 
ſupream Being ] bss w_ made the World, And taps. 
blames both Anaxagoras and Plato for ſo affirming z 

and ſcarce any of the Heathen Philoſopher's, had a right notion of 
the Creation of the World, ſuch as we have by the light of reveal- 


ed Religion. For they generally ſuppoſed prexiſtent matter from allEter- 


nity, of which, God or the Gods made che World, Taking that for 
an undeniable Maxim, of nothing, nothing can be made; and they 
ſuppoſed the Ages to have been from Eternity, and not to have been 
made, plain contrary to Heb.11. 3. Through Faith we underſtand 
Tis dic vas the Ages were framed or made by the Word of God. 
This {ſeems expreſly to have been writ againſt that groſs Error, of 
the moſt in repute among the Heathen Philoſophers. 

It is a great Miſtake of ſome, who ſuppoſe that Socrates Died 
a Martyr for his owning owe only God, and that Divine Adoration, 
Prayers and Sacrifices only belonged to that one only God. The con- 
trary appears from the Accounts given of him, both by Xenophon 
and Plato his beſt Friends and Familiars, In the Account that Xe- 
nophon gives of him when he was Accuſed before his Judges at 4 
thens, that he denied the Gods, and ſaid, that they were not to be 
Sacrificed unto, he brings in Socrates, anſwering to that Accuſation, 
that he did not deny the Gods, but on the contrary, that he Sacrifi- 
ced to the Gods, both at home and in Publick; and he ſaid he neither 
denied Jupiter nor uno. Socrates indeed had not thoſe groſs noti- 
ons of the Gods, that many of the Heathens had : He ſaid, they 
were not Gods that could be made of Hood, or Stone, or Metal, or 
wrought by Mens Hands; and that there were no Evil Gods, but 
that all the Gods were good; and that nothing of Brutal kind 
was to be Worſhipped, or Sacrificed unto, But all this doth not 
clear him of Idolatry. Not that I would Derogate any thing from 
him, in what was good or commendable, nor make any uncharita- 
ble concluſion, about his final State; we know not but that God 
did make known to him and to others in the like condition, that, 
and other Eyils, whereof they were Guilty; and both work Re- 
pentance in them, and reveal to him, and them, ſo much 
of Chriſt, and of Faith in him for Salyation, as was neceflary for 
them; either at the inſtant of Death, or ſo near to it, that they 
could not declare to others, what was made known to them. Sure 
we are, God could have done it, as well as give them Kepentance, 
though we do rot read it, in any Account of them And the Grfe 
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of Repent anco is 48 great a Work of God, as the Gift of Faith it, and 
the one as neceſſary as the other. And though God has tyed us to 


the means of Grace, who have them, to the uſe of them; yet he 


has not tyed himſelſj but that he may and doth work, by extra- 
ordinary means and ways, with whom he pleaſeth in extraordinary 


Cate. And ſometimes he works both by extraordinary, and by 


ordinary means, with reſpect to the ſame Perſons, as in the Caſe of 
Cornelius and his Friends, The ſending an Angel to him to di- 


rect him, to ſend for St. Peter was extraordinary, but that they 


received the Faith of Chriſt by St. Peter's Preaching to him, and 
them, was ordinary. And though Cornelius and his Friends, had not 


the Explicit Faith that Feſus was the Chriſt, until it was Preached 


unto him by St. Peter; Yet, he and they living among the Ferse, 
it is probable that they were not altogetherStrangers,to what reveal- 
ed Religion was among the Fews, being ſo Pious and Religious, as 
they were: And it is evident that his obſerving the Hour of Even- 


ing Prayers practiſed by the ems, Acts 3. t. which was the Ninth 


Hour, M. 10. 30. he had learned it from the Fews. Alſo that 
he, and his Friends had heard of Jeſus, and of the Preaching of 
him, and of his Doarine and Miracles, before St. Peter Preached 
unto him, is evident from St. Peter's Words, A8, 10. 35, 37. There- 
fore for any to argue from Cornelius'sPiety, who was an[Incircumciſed 
Gentile, to the interring the like Piety in the Heathen Philo- 
ſophers, who had no Knowledge of revealed Religion, is al- 
together inconſequential, and without juſt Ground. And however 
Pious Cornelius was in his Gentile State, yet he was far from that 
Conccit, fo as to think he was ſafe enough, and in a State of full 
Salvation already, before St. Peter Preached Chriſt to him. For 
the Angel had told tim, that Peter fhould ſpeak Words to bim, 
whereby he and all his Houſe ſhould be ſaved, Acts 11. 14. He did not 
think that the light mithin him, was ſufficient to his Salvation, without 
any thing elſe, as * theſe Erroneous Perſons afirm who vi. The 
fer up the Light within them, and in all Mankind, Jews, Quakers, 
Turks, Heathens, to be ſufficient to Salvation without any thing elſe. 
Nor is it any ways probable, that the Piety he had in his Gentil 


State, was taught him only by the Lieht within him, without all Ke 


vealed Religion. And though Cornelius was no Proſelyte of the Co 
venant,'as appears by his not being Circumciſed, yet he migh 
have been, and molt probably was, a Proſelyte of the Gate, an 
ſuch as other Pious and Devout Gentiles were, Who by Converſ 
with the Fer renounced Idolatry, and Worſhipped the one true 
God; which God did ſo far accept, that by his Approbation the; 
might come to the Temple, and Pray to him in the Temple, 
Chron. 6. 32, 33. John 12. 20. Act, 8. 27. And ſuch Pious Ger, 
tiles had a Place by themſelves in the JImpie, called the. Court of th 
Gentiles, diſtin from that of the Fes, by a Partition to witic! 


that Alludes or Refers in Eph. 2. 14. 1 
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To hat they object from St. Peters Words, As 19. 33. Of #4 
truth I perceive that God 1s „ re 7 of Perſons ; but in every Nati- 
on, he that feareth him and wor let Righteouſneſs, is accepted with 
him. I anſwer, St. Peter ſaid this to ſhew, that whereas the Fews 
Diſpenſation, did admit none to be Members of their Church , 
without ſubmitting to Circumcifion, and other Rites of the Law, 
(However Pious they were,) the Chriſtian Diſpenſation laid no ſuch 
reſtraint upon Pious Gentiles, but accepted all that feared God, and 
wrought Righteouſneſs, into Memberſhip of the Chriſtian Church 
yet not without their Profeſſing Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and their 
receiving the Chriſtian Baptiſm; as is clear from, not only in the in- 
ſtance of Cornelius and his Friends, As 10. 48. and of the Ewnuch, 
Acts 8. 37, 38. But in all other inſtances in the New Teſtament. 
whoeyer were received into the Chriſtian Church, whether Fews 
or Gentiles, it was upon their Profeſſing the Chriſtian Faith, and 
rÞciving the Chriſtian Baptiſm, Ac, 2. 41, 42. 48.8. 12. 48. 
16. 14, 33+ Act, 18. 8. And though the Apoſtles for ſome time did 
not underſtand, that our Bleſſed Saviour was to ſuffer Death, for 
the Sins of the World; nor until after his Reſurrection, had they the 
Faith of it ſo clearly, and few (if any) in the Fewiſh Church bad it 
until then; Yet what Faith the Apoſtles and others had in him, 
( which was a true Faith ) the Foundation of their Faith was God's 
revealed Word, which they had from our Sayiour's Mouth, and al- 
ſo from the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament; which confrms 
the Doctrine which I did under take to prove. Had ye believed 
Moſes, ſid our Saviour to an wa; ye would have believed me, for 
he Wrote of me, 2 5.46. e did not tell them, that the Light 
within them, without the N'ritten Mord, 0 * % © 'o yeyerput' - 
as it is called John i 5. 26. and 1 Cor. 15. 54. did teſtifie of him: But con- 
cerning the Scriptures he ſaid,cheſe are they which teſtiſie of me, John 
J. 39. Nor was it the Light in them, common to them with FHea- 
thens, that opened the Underſtanding of thoſe that believed, to Un- 
derſtand the Scriptures ; but a ſpecial Light and Ilumi nation of the 
Holy Spirit given them by Chriſt, Eph. 5 14. and St. abu did nat 
lay, Believe in the Light within you, that is common to you with all 
Mankznd, that ye may have Life; but aid he, theſe are Written, 
that ye wight believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and 
that Believing you might have Life through his Name: And when dur 
Saviour ſaid to the Jews, believe in the Light, that ye may be the Chil- 
dren of Light, John 12. 35, He did not ſay, beliete in the Light 
within you, which ts common to you with all Mankind, that ye mai he 
the Children of Light. Aud the Lawyers Queſtion, IT hat hal 
do to Inherit eternal Lite? Our Saviour did rot {ay to him, Lee 
and obey the Ligle mithin thee, and that ts ſujjicrent to thee, with. 
eutany thirg clſe, to inherit Eternal Lie; but he ſaid goto him, 
Mat 
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"7 to the Rich Man in 1 it was not ſaid thty have the Li 22 thin 
them, and that is ſuffictegit unto theni, without Mer afit ery Pro- 
Fes 3 je was id to him, they | have Moſes und the Yom 
e 16. 29, 
To conchide, Keane it is ſo that Faith is 6 af chat! neceſſary 
5 pleaſe God, and: to oben the Reward of the Eternal * 
tante z che which Faith is always acconipanied with Love, ahd 
Fruitfhl in good Works; and that this Faith hath for its- ex of 
tion God's revealed Will, as it is contained in the Written Word, 
being the ſame Word, before it was commited to Writing, and'fhce: 
Let us then all of us ſee to it, that we have this Faith. And if we 
have it, let us hold it faſt and contend: earneſtly: for it à the Stored 
"I Feripture enjoy neth us, Jude 3. Vet ſo that it be in chespiriepf Meek. 
.-— neſsand Charity. And let us be greatly thankful to God for this in 
SY eftimable Mercy; that we ha ve the Light of his Hoy Word wy 
aut us, and alſo the Light and Grace of bis Holy Spirit withit us: 
IT ꝓꝰ0 make the Word, chat we hear and read without us, to be within 
TIE: us, foirwerdly grafted as to make it eſſectual to bring forth in us che 
* Fruits of Holy and Righteous living. And let us ſo live and walk as 
| becomes our Holy Profeſſion; let ds walk as. Children of the Day, 
whom God has called out or Darkneſs into his Marvelous Light; 
The which that we all may ſo do, God Almighty enable us by his 
SE through Feſus Chrift his Son; to whom with the Father and 
Holy Ghoſt, ever ond. be al Honour: and Glory, for ever 
and ru Amen. ' 
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